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Prairie Horizon Fresh Market 

 

Prairie Horizon Fresh Market is a fresh food market from the same team that created the Avenida Food 

Hall and Fresh Market in south Calgary. Prairie Horizon Fresh Market is the only year-round fresh food 

market serving Rocky View County, Airdrie and north Calgary. 

Currently, 41 vendor booths have been confirmed at Prairie Horizon Fresh Market, which is scheduled to 

open in New Horizon Mall in Spring 2020, occupying more than 23,000 square-feet of space and 

employing approximately 150 people. 

The Prairie Horizon Fresh Market will focus on various farmer’s market style vendors. Vendors will range 

from fresh locally sourced vegetables and fruits, ethnic specialties such as Latin and Far East cuisine, 

bakeries, sweets, fresh proteins, coffee, sweet and savory pies, and more. 

The Prairie Horizon Fresh Market logo features a windmill as a symbolic image to promote a traditional 

gathering place where people come together to enjoy good food and friends. 

Shindigz Ventures, owned by Ken and Tracy Aylesworth, has been contracted to co-design the market 

and populate it with vendors. 

The Aylesworths have more than 15 years of experience in running fresh food markets and were 

previously the owners of the Symons Valley Ranch Market. The Aylesworths also launched the Avenida 

Market. 

Ken Aylesworth is a former general manager of the Calgary Farmers Market and oversaw its relocation to 

it’s present home on Blackfoot Trail just north of Heritage Drive. 

Prairie Horizon is just the Greater Calgary area’s fourth year-round indoor fresh food market, along with 

Avenida, Crossroads and Calgary Farmers Market. 

New Horizon Mall  

Prairie Horizon Fresh Market is the second major anchor tenant announced by New Horizon Mall in the 

past month, following the recent addition of Best Shop, a Chinese department store, to the centre. 

Developed by Torgan Group and MPI Property Group, New Horizon Mall is a $200 million international 

shopping mall development that will offer culturally unique shopping experiences. Located directly across 

from CrossIron Mills in Rocky View County, New Horizon is 20 minutes from downtown Calgary.  

 

For the first time ever in Alberta, each retail store is purchased not leased.  

http://www.prairiehorizonfreshmarket.com/
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Stores may be either owner- operated or leased to a retailer by the owner. Its unique financial structure is 

designed to create prosperity for the individual investor.  

 

Each retail store is sold as a condominium unit 

 

Currently more than ninety-nine per cent of the 500 units have been sold and the developer is retaining 

ownership of a number of larger stores on the main, second and lower levels.  

 

With more than 500 retail stores, New Horizon Mall will feature twice as many stores as Calgary’s largest 

mall. The 320,000 sq. ft. mall features two floors. Boutiques on the main level range from 145 sq.ft to 855 

sq.ft.. This floor is also be home to the main stage which hosts numerous events during the year, 

including cultural events, holiday celebrations and fashion shows.  

The second level will feature the Greater Calgary area’s most diverse palate of international flavours. The 

food court features 26 units and seats over 300 shoppers who can sample international cuisine and local 

specialties from dozens of national and independent, owner- operated restaurants.  

 

On top of its unique shopping experience, New Horizon Mall will provide a diverse array of entertainment. 

A main stage provides a valuable cultural venue with vibrant multicultural events organized year-round.  

 

A leader in Canadian commercial real estate for over 30 years, The Torgan Group has been involved in 

the development, ownership and management of more than 70 commercial projects including the Pacific 

Mall in Markham, Ontario which at 270,000 sq. feet is the largest Chinese mall in the Western World and 

recognized as a tourist destination.  

MPI Property Group has been developing large-scale residential, commercial and retail projects 

throughout Canada and the United States for more than 25 years. The group brings its international 

experience and together with Torgan forms a partnership of proven developers for more than a 

generation.  

 

Market Trends 

New Horizon Mall is located only minutes from Calgary’s thriving Asian communities. Located east of 

Highway 2 and north of Stoney Trail, the mall is easily accessed by north Calgary and Airdrie shoppers. 

There are hundreds of underground parking stalls so shoppers will feel comfortable shopping year-round. 

Only 10 minutes away from the Calgary International Airport, the mall is expected to receive an 

abundance of tourist traffic thanks to its proximity to Cross Iron Mills and Century Downs Casino and 

Racetrack.  

 

The population of Airdrie has nearly doubled in the past 10 years, from 34,116 to 68,091 according to the 

2018 City of Airdrie Civic Census, and is growing at a rate of 3,000+ people per year. 

Rocky View County had a population base of 39,407 according to the 2016 Federal Census. 

Originating more than one-hundred years ago within European department stores, the fresh food market 

concept has spread to major cities all over the world in recent years.  

http://www.prairiehorizonfreshmarket.com/
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A staple in both historical European cities such as London, Paris, and Lisbon and in vibrant North 

American metropolises such as New York, Boston, and Montreal, fresh food markets offer consumers a 

unique opportunity to experiment, enjoy, and discover. They give visitors the chance to affordably and 

conveniently explore diverse tastes from mostly local vendors specializing in cuisine preparation and 

production methods spanning the globe.  

According to a 2015 Alberta Agriculture and Forestry report on local food demand in the Calgary region, 

in the past 12 months the most popular local food supply channels were supermarkets (88 per cent of all 

respondents), farmers' markets (67 per cent) and restaurants or other eating establishments (66%). Most 

notable was the higher certainty of farmers' market purchasers compared to the other leading channels: 

four-out-of-five were quite sure they had bought local food there, compared to two-thirds of supermarket 

and half the restaurant purchasers (the balance “assumed” they had). The results speak to the ease of 

identifying local origin through various market channels and indicated that farmers' markets have the 

strongest growth opportunity in the near future. 

 

https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/explore16031/$FILE/LocalFoodDemand-

CalgaryFINAL.pdf 

The City of Calgary Food Action Plan includes at its core principles supporting local producers and 

vendors. 

http://www.calgary.ca/CA/cmo/Pages/Calgary-Food-System-Assessment-and-Action-Plan.aspx 

In 2017, the value of the organic food market in Canada amounted to 5.4 billion Canadian dollars. 

https://www.statista.com/topics/4235/organic-food-market-in-canada/ 

Canada is the fifth largest consumer market worldwide for organic foods, with Canada's organic sector 

achieving steady growth in demand for its products and as of 2017 accounts for 2.6 per cent of grocery 

sales, said Tia Loftsgard, Executive Director of the Canadian Organic Trade Association (COTA). 

Loftsgard said the industry is moving away from its small niche image. “Consumer demand for organics is 

growing at an unprecedented pace, now allowing organic to hold the title of the fastest growing sector in 

Canadian agriculture.” 

https://www.nationalnewswatch.com/2018/09/12/demand-for-organic-food-products-continues-for-

grow/#.XK6Q_BTns6U 

Two in three Canadians (66 per cent) are spending at least some of their weekly grocery budget on 

organic items, up a staggering 10 points from 56 per cent in 2016.  

http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/new-data-from-canada-organic-trade-association-reveals-

dramatic-increase-in-canadians-2233507.htm 
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For more information on Prairie Horizon Fresh Market visit www.prairiehorizonfreshmarket.com 

To view Prairie Horizon Fresh Market’s media kit, please click here 

Media Contacts: 

Scott Henderson 

dHz Media 

403.921.2001 

scott.henderson@dhzmedia.com 
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